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PbiUlpa a Sutesman !

Within the whole range of Kansas
literature, we have found nothing to equal
the following, from the Kansas correspon-
dence of the Missouri Democrat. "I'll
puff you if you'll puff me," ha3 been a
characteristic trait With these letter-write-rs

from tho beginning. Phillips writes
Kedpath into notoriety, while fipillman,
brother-in-la- w of Phillips, and Redpath
puff Phillips in return. But is not the
following "piled on a little too thick?"

"For sagacity, foresight, and every ele-
ment of statesmanship, Mr. Phillips has
ho superior in Kansas ; and but for th3
rare modesty which, equally with his tal-
ent, distinguishes him, would have held
long ago in eastern opinion the same po-
sition that he has actually held in Kan-
sas that of a --leader, honored and wor-
thy of the confidence of the Free State
rnen. Lane, alone, is equally popular,
but not more influential. Between them
they rule the party, as far as political
leaders do."

Phillips complimented lot jortavjld and
and has " not a superior in

Kansas." Shades of the past ! Is it not
to be regretted that we have fallen so
low as to have none to equal the "Brougham-

-like Scotchman?' We tremble for
our future. "Lane, alone, is equally
popular, but not more influential." "They
rule the party."

We hare tried to impress it upon our
readers for a long time that Phillips was
seeking to rule Kansas with an iron rod.
It may not be generally known that his
colleagues, the letter-write-r, labored to
get Dr. Robinson to resign his place as
Governor under the Topcka Constitution,
the design being to elect Phillips in his
place, and then the Topeka Constitution
and Government was" to be seJ in motion
whether the people were willing or un-

willing. Robinson was not sufficiently
tractable to suit these men. lie had too
much calculation about him to bring the
people in collision with Federal authority,
lie had seen their determination not to
be embroiled at Topeka a year and a
half ago, but not so with our staUsman,
Mr. Phillips. He is understood to stand
ready "to pitch in" at any time, and he
desired to be Govornor, though it were
only under tho Topeka Constitution, that
he might show his If
it were not for involving others beside
Phillips and his cohorts, we would join in
a petition to Dr. R., prayitg him to resign
his position that Phillips might be elect-
ed to the highly responsible position he
aspires to ! Lane and Phillips the leaders
of the Free State party ! The former, in
fact, occupies, to some extent, the posi-
tion ; but he is mighty careful to watch
the popular current, and very rarely is
found opposing it. A leader, we under-
stand, to be one who goes ahead, and
paves the way for popular opinion which
follows. When was Lane or Phillips
ever known to lead the popular current
in a contrary direction to which it was
already tending, and more particularly
the latter. Phillips a leader ! So is Mr.
'Inton a leader! Each has his party in
Kansas, but that party is too contemptible
in numbers and influence to occupy any
position even in name. Such leaders!
Oh heaven, save us from the leadership
of such men.

Beginning to Conies.
The Charleston Mercury thus frankly

confesses its motive in urging the adop-
tion of the Lecompton Constitution :

" We differ, too, with the President as
to what is submitted to the vote of tho
people. We do not think that tla question
of Slavery or no Slavery is submitted to the
vote of the people. WJietfter Ute-- 'clausc in
the Constitution is rotel out or voted in, Sla-
very exists, and has a guarantee in the

that it sltallnot he interfered with;
whilst, if the Slavery party in Kansas can
ieep or get Vie majority of the Legislature,
they may open m'de the door for the immi-
gration of slaves."

This is the South-sid- e view of "popu
lar sovereignty," as embodied in the Le-

compton movement,

Eabthfs Wabk Mancfactort. One
of the many improvements to be made
in our town, during the coming season,
will be a" Pottery, or manufactory of
crocker? and stone ware. : A gentleman
will be here in a few weeks, to make the
necessary preparations, and will bo ready
for operation sometime during the early
Spring. . :

White Cloud is admirably situated to
command an extensive trade in this kind
of merchandise, for the manufacture of
which, an excellent article of clav has
been found in this vicinity. W7ute Cloud,
K. r, Chief.

ill ' ill ' r

. 05" Jim Lane has been appointed com
mander-in-chie- f of the Territory, with
power to act without orders from the
Governor. This establishes as the first
act of liberty lovinz republicans a milita'
ry dictatorship in Kansas., Such are the
loose ideas of liberty entertained by this
precious pattr. So far ar the Legislature

? can. do it, there is nt law now in Kansas
. save tho ukase of LaE.i Western Jour-Talo- f

Commerce. '

Gov. Walker's Lettet of Beaiznation.
The following is the letter of the Hon.

Robert J. WalIceb, resigning the office
o Governor of, Kansas:

' Washixgto, Citt. D. C.)
December 15th, 1857.

to the Bon. Lewis Cas. Secretary of State
Sib : I resign the office of Governor of

the Territory of Kansas. I have been
most reluctantly forced to this conclusion.
after anxious and careful consideration of
my duty to the country, to the people of
xvansas, to tiie President of the United
States, and to myself. f

The grounds assumed br the President
in his late Message to' Congreg. acd in
recent instructions in connection with the
events now transpiring here and in Kan
sas, admonish me that as Governor of
that Territory, it will no longer be in my
power to preserve the peace or promote
the public welfare.

At the earnest solicitation of the Pres-
ident after repeated refusals, the last be-

ing in writing, I finally accepted this of-
fice, upon his letter showing the dangers
and difficulties of the Kansas question,
and the necessity of my undertaking the
task of adjustment. "Under these cir-
cumstances, notwithstanding the great
sacrifices to me, personal, political and
pecuniar)', I felt that I could no more

a call from my country through
her Chief Magistrate, than a soldier in
battle who is ordered to the command of
a forlorn hope.

I accepted, however, on the express
condition that I should advocate the sub-
mission of the Constitution to a vote of
the people for ratification or rejection.
These views were clearly understood by
the President and all his Cabinet. They
were distinctly set forth in my letter, on
my acceptance of this office, of the 26th
March last, and reiterated in my inaugu-
ral address of the 27th of May last,as
follows : M Indeed, I cannot doubt that
the Convention, after having framed a
State Constitution, will submit it for rati-
fication or rejection by a majority of the
then actual bona fide resident settlers in
Kansas."

With these views, well known to the
President and 'the Cabinet, and approv-e-d

by them, I accepted tbe appointment
of Governor of Kansas. My instructions
from the President, through the Secretary
of State, urider date 30th March last,
sustain the regular Legislature of the
Territory in assembling a Convention to
form a Constitution, and they express
the opinion of the President th'at " when
such a Constitution shall be submitted to
the people of the Territory thev must be
protected in the exercise of their right of
voting for or against that instrument, and
tne lair expression of the popular will
must not be interrupted by fraud or vio
lence. 1 repeat, then, as my clear con-
viction, that unless the Convention sub-
mit the Constitution to the vote of all the
actual resident settlers of Kansas, and the
election be fairly and justly conducted,
the Constitution will be, and ought to be
rejected by Congress."

This inaugural most distinctly asserted
that it was not a 'question of Slavery
merely, which I believed to be of little
practical importance then in its applica-
tion to Kansas, but of the entire Con-
stitution which should be submitted to
the people for ratification or rejection.
These were my words on that subject in
my inaugural : "It is not merely, shall
Slavery exist in or disappear from Kan-
sas, but shall the great principles of

and State sovereignty be
maintained or subverted 1" -

In that inaugural I proceed further to
say, the people "may by a subsequent
vote defeat the ratification of the Const-
itution." I designate this "a great consti-
tutional right," and add, " that the Con-
vention is the servant and not the master
of the people." In my official dispatch
to you of the 21 June last, a copy of
that inaugural address was transmitted to
you for the further information of the
President and his Cabinet No exception
was ever taken to any portion of that ad-

dress. On the' contrary, it was distinctly
admitted by the President in his Message,
with commendable frankness, that my
instructions in favor of a submission of
the Constitution to a vote of the people
were "general and unqualified." By that
inaugural and a subsequent address, I
was pledged to the people of Kansas to
oppose, bv all lawful means, the adoption
of any Constitution which was not fairly
and fully submitted to their vote for rati-
fication or rejection. These pledges I
cannot recall or violate without personal
dishonor and the abandonment of funda-
mental principles ; and, therefore, it is
impossible for me to support what is
called the Lecompton Constitution, be-

cause it is not submitted to a vote of the
people for ratification or rejection.

I have ever uniformly maintained the
principle that sovereignty is vested exclu-
sively in the people of each State, and
that it performs its first and highest func-
tion in forming a State Government and
State Constitution. The highest act of
sovereignty, in my judgment, can only be
performed by the people themselves, and
cannot be delegated to Conventions or
other intermediate bodies.

Indeed, the whole doctrine of the sov-

ereignty of Conventions as distinct from
that of the people, of conventional or
delegated sovereignty as contradistin-
guished from State or popular sovereignty,
has ever been discarded by me, and was
never heard, of to my knowledge during
the great canvass of 1850. Indeed, this
is the great principle of State Sovereign-
ty, maintained by the Virginia and Ken-

tucky i Resolutions of 1798-- 9, sustained
by the people in the great political revo-
lution of 1800, and embraced - in that
amendment to the Federal Constitution
adopted under tho auspices of Mr. Jeffer-
son, declaring that the powers not dele-
gated to the United States by the Consti
tution, nor prohibited bv it to tbe States,
are reserved to the State respectively, or
to tne people. The reservation to " the
States" is as separate States in exercising
tne powers granted by the State Constitu
tions, ana tne reservation to "tne people'
is to the people of the several States, ad
mitted or inchoate, exercising their sov
ereign right of framing or amending their
State Constitution. .. This view Lwas set
forth in my printed address, delivered at
at Natchez, Mississippi, in January, 1833,
against the Nullification, which speech
received the complimentary sanction of
the great and good Madison, the principal
founder of our Constitution, as shown by
the letter of the Hon. Charles J. Inger-so- il

of Philadelphia, as published in .

Glob at Washington in 183$. By this

clause of Federal constitutional sover
eignty of the people, each State is clearly
reserved, and especially their own exclu
sive right to form in its entirety their
own State Constitution. I shall not en
ter fully into the argument of this quea
tion at this period, but will merely state
that this is the position I have ever occu
pied, and my reasons for entertaining the
opinion are clearly and distinctly set
forth in a printed pamphlet, published
over my signature on the 13th of Juue,
1856, and then extensively circulated,
from which I quote as follows : : '

" Under our confederate system sover-
eignty is that highest political power
whicji,' at its pleasure,-- creates govern-
ments and delegates authority to them
Sovereignty grants powers, but not sover-
eign powers, otherwise it might extin-
guish itself by making the creature of its
will the equal or superior of its creator.
Sovereignty makes Constitutions, and
through them establishes governments.
It delegates certain powers, distributing
the exercise of the granted powers among
the legislative, executive and judicial de-

partments. The Constitution ia not sov-

ereign for the same reason, much less any
department of that Government. Hav
ing denned sovereignty, we must not
confound tbe power with its source or its
exercise. That is, sovereignty is one
thing and where it resides or how it is to
be exercised is another. Under the sys-
tem of European despotisms sovereignty
was claimed to reside in kings and empe-
rors, under the Sacrilegious idea of the
'divine right of kings," and the blasphe-

mous doctrine was that sovereigns, in le-

gitimate succession, although stained with
crimes and blackened with infamy, were
clothed by the Deity with absolute power
to rule their subjects, who held nothing
but the privileges granted by the crown.
Such were the absurd and impious dog-
mas to which the people of Europe, with
few exceptions, have been compelled to
submit by tho bayonet, supported by the
more potent authority of ignorance and
superstition. Under this theory the peo-
ple were ciphers, and crowned heads sub- -

deities the sole representatives on earth of
the governing power of the Almighty.
Our doctrine is just tho reverse, making
the people the only source of sovereign
power. But what people? With us
sovereignty rests exclusively with the
people of each State. By the Revolution
each colony acting for itself alone, sepa-
rated from Great Britain sanctioned the
Declaration of Independence.

"Each colony having thns become a
State, and each adopting for itself its sep-
arate State government, acted for itself
alone under the old Continental Congress.
Each State acted for itself alone in acced
ing to the Articles of Confederation in
1778, and each State acted for itself alone
in framingand ratifying, each for itself,
the Constitution of the United States.
Sovereignty, then, with us, rests exclu- -
sively with the people of each State.
The Constitution of the United States is
not sovereign, for it was created by States,
each exercising for itself that highest po-
litical power called sovereignty."

For the same reason, the Government
of the United States is not sovereign, nor
does it exercise any sovereign powers. It
exercises only "delegated powers," as de-

clared by the Constitution, and those
powers only which are granted by that
instrument. Delegated powers are not
sovereign powers, but are powers granted
by sovereignty. Sovereignty tbeing the
highest political power, cannot be dele-
gated. It is indivisible, it is a unit inca-
pable of partition. Hence the great error
of supposing that sovereignty is divided
between the States and the United States.
The Constitution of the United States is
the "supreme law," and obligatory assuch,
but a law is not sovereignty but an act of
sovereignty. All law implies law makers,
and in this case those who framed and
ratified this "supreme law" were those
sovereignties called the States, each act-

ing exclusively for itself, uncontrolled by
any sister State, except by the moral force
of its influence and example. The Gov-
ernment of the United States, possessing,
as we have shown, no sovereignty but
only delegated powers to them alone, it
must look for the exercise of constitution-
al authority in the Territories as well as
the Stated for there is not a single power
granted by ' the Constitution of this Gov-
ernment in a Territory which is not grant-
ed in a State, except the power to admit
new States into the Union, which, as
shown by the Madison papers, the fram era
of the Constitution, as first demonstrated
in my Texas letter, refused to limit our
then existing Territories.' In the Terri-
tories then, as well as the States, Congress
possevssel no sovereignty, and can exercise
only the power delegated by the Constitu-tion;'an- d

all the powers not thus granted
are dormant . or reserved powers, belong-
ing in common Territory to all the States
as coequal joint tenants there of that
highest political power called "popular
sovereignty." . It will be perceived that
this doctrine that "sovereignty makes
Constitutions," that ' sovereignty rests ex-

clusively with the people of each State,"
that "sovereignty cannot be delegated,"
that "it is inalienable, indivisible," "a
unit incapable of partition," are doctrines
ever regarded by me as fundamental
principles of xublicHberty, and of the
Federal Constitution! It will be seen
that these views which I have entertained
were not framed to suit any emergency in
Kansas, but were my life-lon- g principles,
and were published over my own signa
ture twelve months before my departure
to that Territory, and when I never
thought of going to Kansas. These rights
I have ever regarded as fully secured to
the people of "all the Te'rritories," in
adopting their State Constitution, by the
Kansas and Nebraska bill ' Such, is the
construction given to that act by Congress
in passing the Minnesota bilL so justly
applauded by the President. Such is the
mnstruction'of this Kansas act by it dis
tinguished author, not only in his lata
most able argument, but in ' addresses
made and pubiiaued by turn long antece-

dent to that date, showing that this sov- -
prei cm nower of the people in actin

is not confinedupon a State Constitution,
to the Question of Slavery, but includes

all other subject embraced in such an in
strument. Indeed, I believe the ivassas
and Nebraska .bill would have violated
the ri?ht of Hovere'iinty reserved to the
people of each State by the Federal Con-

stitution, if it had deprived them, or Con-

gress should , now., deprive them- - of the
right of voting for or against their State
Constitution. The President, in his mes-
sage, thinks that the rights : secured by
this bill to the people, in acting upon their

State Constitution, are confined to the
Slavery question; but I think, as shown
in my address before quoted, that ty

is the power that makes Con-

stitutions and Governments," and that
not only the Slavery clause in a State
Constitution, but all others, must be sub-mitte-L'

" ' 'A ?
'. vThe President thinks that sovereignty
can be delegated at least in part; ,1 think
that sovereignty cannot be delegated at
all. The President believes that sover-

eignty is divisible .
between conventions

and people, to be exercised by the former
oh all subjects but Slavery, ana by the
latter only on that question, wheres I
think that sovereignty is inalienaUe, ft
visible, a unit, incapable of partition, and
that it cannot be delegated, in whole or
in part. It will not be denied that sover-
eignty is the only power that can make
a State Constitution, and that it rests ex-

clusively with the people, and if it is in-

alienable and cannot be delegated, as I
have shown, then it can only be exercised
by the people themselves, under our Gov-

ernment We know no sovereigns but the
people. Conventions are composed of
"delegates." They are - mere agents or
trustees, exercising not 'a sovereign but a
delegated power, and the people are the
principles. The power delegated to such
Convention can properly only extend to
framing the Constitution, but its ratifica-

tion or rejection can only be performed
by the power where sovereignty alone
rests namely, the people themselves.
We must not confound sovereignty with
delegated power. The provisional au-

thority of the Convention to frame a Con-

stitution, and submit it to the people, is
delegated power, but sovereignty alone,
which rests exclusively with the people,
can ratify and put in force that Constitu-

tion. And this is the true - doctrine of
Popular Sovereignty, and I know of no
such thing, nor does the Federal Constitu-

tion recognize it, as delegated or conven-

tional sovereignty. The President, in a
very lucid passage of his able message,
gives unanswerable reasons why the peo-

ple and not conventions should decide the
question of Slavery. He says, very truly,
that from the necessary" divisions of the
inchoate State into districts, a majority of
the delegates may think one way and the
people another, and that the delegates, as
was the case in Kansas, may violate their
pledges, or fail to execute the will of the
people. And why does not this reason-

ing apply with equal force to all other
questions embodied in the State Constitu-

tion, and why should the question of
Slavery alone override and extinguish the
doctrine of Popular Sovereignty and the
right of Most fortu-

nately this is no sectional question, for it
belongs alike to to the States admitted or
inchoate, of the South as of the North.
It is not a question of Slavery, but of
States Right, of State and popular sover-

eignty; and my objections to the Lecomp-

ton Constitution are strong, whether Kan-

sas, under its provisions, should be made
a Free or Slave State. My objections are
based upon the violation of the right of

and popular sovereignty,
and of forcing any Constitution upon the
people against their will, whether it re-

cognizes Freedom or Slavery. ; Indeed,
the first question which the people ought
to decide in forming a Government for
an inchoate State is, whether they will
change or not from a Territorial to a State
Government. Now no one who with me
denies Federal or Territorial sovereignty,
will contend that a Territorial Legislature
is sovereign, or represents sovereignty, or
that such Legislature, a mere creature of
Cougress, can transfer sovereignty, which
it does not possess, to a Territorial Con-

vention. This change from a Territorial
to a State Government can only be made
by the power where sovereignty rest,
with the people. Yet State Government
is forced upon the people of Kansas by
the Lecompton Constitution, and not
against it But, besides the change from
a Territorial to a State Government, which
the people alone have a right to make, in
framing a . State Constitution there are
many other momentous questions includ-
ed in that instrument. It involves all
the powers of State Government. There
are the bill of rights the Magna Charta
of the liberties of a free people the leg-
islative, executive and judicial functions,
the taxing power, the elective franchise.
the great question of education, the sacred
relations of husband and wife, parent and
child, guardian and ward, and all the
rights affecting life, liberty and property.
There are also the question of State debt,
of banks and paper money, and whether
they shall be permitted or prohibited.
As all free government, as stated by Mr.
Jefferson, depends upon "the consent of
the governed," how can it be known
whether tho people would assent to the
Constitution, unless it be submitted to
their vote for ratification or rejection?
But if acquiescence can be presumed in
any case, surely it cannot be ia that of
Kansas, where so many of the delegates
violated their pledge to submit the Con-

stitution itself to a vote of the , people ;
where .the delegates who signed the Con-

stitution represented scarcely one-ten- th

of the people, and where nearly one-ha- lf

of the counties of Territory were dis-

franchised, and that by no fault of theirs,
and did .not and could not give a single
vote at the election of delegates to. the
Convention. I have heretofore discussed
the subject mainly on the question that
Conventions are not sovereign, and cannot
rightfully make a State Constitution with-
out its submission to a vote of the people
for ratification or rejection. Yet, surely,
even those who differ with me on this
point must concede, especially under the
Kansas-Nebras- act, it is only such. Con-

ventions can be called sovereign as have
been truly elected by the people, and
represent them welL' Oa reference, how-
ever, to my address of the 16th of .Ser
tember last, on the ques
tion, a copv of which, was immediately
transmitted to yen for the information of
the President and Cabinet it is evident
that the Lecompton Convention wa3 not
such ft. body. That Convention had vital,
not technical, defects in the very substance
of its organization under the Territorial
law. which could only be cured, in my
judgment, as set forth in my inaugural
and other addresses, by submission of the
Constitution for the ratification of the
people. ' On reference to the Territorial
law under which the Convention was
assembled, thirtv-fou- r regularly organized
counties were named as election districts
for delegates to the convention. In each
and all of these counties it was required
by law that a census .be takes, also the
voters registertd, and when this was coja

pleted the delegates to the Convention
should be apportioned - accordingly. In
nineteen of these counties there was no
census, and therefore there could be no
such apportionment there of delegates
upon such census. And in fifteen of
tnese counties there was no registry of
voters., j. aese fciteen counties, including
many of the oldest organized counties in
the Territory, were entirely disfranchised,
and did not give (by no fault of their
own,) and could not give a solitary vote
for the delegates to the Convention.
This result was superinduced by the fact
that the Territorial Legislature appointed
all the Sheriffs and probate Judges in all

counties, to whom was assigned the this
duty by law of making this .census and
registry. These officers were political
partisans, dissenting from the views and
opinions of the people of these counties,
as was proved by the election in October
last. These officers, from want of funds,
as they alleged, neglected or refused to
take any census, or make any registry in
these counties, and therefore they were
entirely disfranchised, and could not and
did not gi ve a single vote at the election
for delegates to the Constitutional Con-
vention. And here I wish to call atten-
tion to a distinction which will appear in
my inaugural address in reference to those
counties where the voters were fairly
registered, and did not vote. In such
counties where full and free opportunity
was given to register and vote, and they
did not choose to exercise such a privi-
lege, the question is very different from
the.se counties where there was no census
or registry, and no vote was given, or
could be given however anxious the peo-
ple might be to participate in the the
election of delegates to the Convention.
Nor could it be said these counties acqui-
esced, for, wherever they endeavored, by
a subsequent census or registry of their
own, to supply this defect, occasioned by
previous neglect of the Territorial officers,
the delegates thus chosen were rejected by
the Convention.

I repeat that, in nineteen counties out
of thirty-fou- r, there was no census. In
fifteen counties out of thirty-fou- r there
was no registry, and not a solitary vote
was given, or could be given, for Dele
gates to the Convention in any one of
tnese counties. Surely, then, it cannot
be said that such a Convention, chosen
by scarcely more than one tenth of the
present voters of Kansas, represented the
people of that Territory, and could right
ly impose a Constitution upon them with
out their consent These nineteen coun
ties, in which there was no census, con
stituted a majority of the counties of the
Territory, and these fifteen counties in
which there was no registry gave a much
larger vote at the October election,
even with the six months' qualification,
than the whole vote given to the Lecomp-
ton Constitution on the 17th of Novem
ber last If, then, sovereignty can be del
egated,' and the Convention as such are
sovereign, which I deny, surely it must
be only in such cases as when such Con
ventions are chosen bv the people, which
we have seen was not the case as regards
the late Lecompton Convention. It was
for this and other reasons that in my in-

augural and other addresses I insisted
that the Constitution should be submitted
to the people by the Convention, as the
only means of curing this vital defect in
its organization. It was, therefore.among
other reasons that when, as you know, the
organization called the "Topeka State
Government" was made, and as a conse-
quence an inevitable civil war and con-

flict must have ensued, these results were
prevented by my assuring, not the Aboli-
tionists, as has been erroneously stated
(for my address was not to them, but to
the people of Kansas), that in my judg-ment.t-

Constitution would be submitted
fairly and freely for ratification or rejec-tion'b- y

their vote ; and that if this was
not done, I would unite with them (the
people) as I now do, in lawful opposition
to such procedure.

The power and responsibility being
devolved exclusively upon me by the
President of using the Federal array in
Kansas to suppress insurrection, the al-

ternative was distinctly presented to me,
by questions propounded at Topeka, of
arresting the revolution by the slaughter
of the people, or of preventing it, togeth-

er with that civil war which must have
extended throughout the Union, by a
solemn assurance, then given, that the
richt of the people to frame their own
Government, so far as my power extend-

ed, should bo maintained. But for this
assurance, it is a conceded tact tnat tne
Topeka State Government, then assem
bled, in legislative session, would nave
been put into immediate actual operation,. .f. - n:- - - Titand that a sanguinary coiusiun wnu me
Federal army and civil war must have
ensued extending, it. is feared, through-
out the Union. ,

Indeed, the whole idea of an inaugu
ral address originated in the alarming in-

telligence which had reached Washington
City of perilous and incipient rebellion in
Kansas. . This insurrection was rendered
still more formidable on my reaching the
Territory by the near approach of the as-

sembling of the revolutionary State Leg-
islature, and the very numerous- - mass"
Conventions by which, it was sustained.
In truth. I had to choose between arrest
ing that insurrection, at whatever cost of
American blood, by tne r ederaf army, or
to prevent the terrible catastrophe, as I
did by my pledges to the people of the
exertion of. all my power to obtain a fair
election and the submission of the Con-

stitution to the vote of the people for
ratification or rejection.

My inaugural and other addresses were,
therefore, really in the nature of procla-
mations, so often issued by Presidents and
Governors, with . a view to: 'prevent,' as
they did in this case, civil war and insur-
rection. . Now, by my bath of office I was
sworn to support the Constitution" cf the
United States, which I have shown, in
my judgment, required the submission of
the Constitution to tne vote of tbe people.
I was sworn, also, to take care that the
Kansas and Nebraska bill should be faith-
fully executed, which tfll, in my judg-

ment as heretofore stated, required that
the Constitution should be submitted to
the. vote of the people, and. I was there-
fore only performing a solemn duty, when
as Governor of the Territory to whose
people my first obligations were due, I
endeavored to secure them these results.
The idea entertained by some that I
should seethe Federal Constitution and
the K&nsas-Nebraa- tml overthrown and
disregarded, and that playing the part of
a route in a pantomime of nun-- should
acquiesce by my silence In such a result,

especially where: such acquiescence in
volved as an immediate consequence a
disastrous and sanguinary cm; war, seems
to me most preposterous. -

' Not a drop of blood has been shed by
the Federal troops in Kansas during my
Administration, but insurrection and civil
war, extending, T fear, throughout the
country, were alone prevented: by. the
course pursued by me on those occasions,
and the. whole people, abandoning revo-
lutionary violence, were induced by me to
go, for the first, time, into' a general and
peaceful' election.. These important re-

sults constitute a sufficient consolation for
all the unjust assaults made upon me on

subject '

I do not understand that these assaults
haye ever received the slightest counte-
nance from the President On the contrary,
his message clearly indicates an approval of
my course up to the present most unfor-
tunate difference about the Le-

compton Constitution. Inasmuch, how-
ever, as this difference is upon a vital
question, involving practical results and
"new instructions, it is certainly much more
respectful to the President, on my part,
to resign the Office of Governor, and give
him an opportunity of filling it as is his
right under the Constitution, with one
who concurs with him iu his present
opinions rather than go to Kansas and
force him to remove me by disobedience
to his instructions.- - Ihis latter course, in
m7 judgment, would be' incompatible
with a proper respect for the Chief Mag-
istrate of the Union, inconsistent with
the rules of moral rectitude or propriety,
and could be adopted with no other view
than to force the President to remove me
from office. Such a course, it is alleged,
would present me to the public as a political--

martyr in the defense of the great
principle oi ; but to go
to Kansas with any such purpose, or with
a certain knowledge that such a result
must follow, ' would be alike unjust and
improper. My only alternative, then, is
that of a respectful rcsignation,in the hope
that Kansas and our beloved country may
be shielded from that civil war, with
which, I fear, both are threatened, by any
attempt to force the Lecompton
Constitution upon the people of Kansas.
I state it as a fact, based on a long and in
timate " association with the . people of
Kansas, tnat an overwhelming majority
of that people are opposed to that instru
ment, and my letters state that but one
out of twenty of the press of Kansas sus
tain it. . Some oppose it because so many
counties were disfranchised and unrepre
sented in the Convention. Some, who
are opposed to paper money, because it
authorizes a bank of enormous capital for
Kansas, nearly unlimited in its issues and
in the denomination of its notes from one
dollar, up and down. Some "because of
what they consider a Know-Nothin- g

clause, by requiring that the Governor
shall have been twenty years a citizen of
the United btates some because the
elective franchise is not free, as they can-

not vote against the Constitution, but
only on the single issue whether any more
slaves may be imported,' and then only
upon that issue by voting for the Consti-
tution to which they are opposed ; and
they regard this as but a mockery of the
elective franchise and a perilous sporting
with the sacred rights of the people
some oppose it because the Constitution
distinctly recognizes and adopts the Ox-

ford fraud in apportioning legislative
members for Johnson County upon the
fraudulent and fictitious returns, so falsely
called, from that precinct, which recogni-
tion of that fraud in the Constitution is
abhorrent to the moral sense of the peo-
ple. Others oppose it because, although
in other cases the President of Conven-
tions have been authorized to issue writs
of election to the regular Territorial or
State officers, with the usual judges and
with the established precincts and on the
adjudication of the returns, in this case
unprecedented and vice-reg- al powers are
given to the President of the Convention
to make the precincts, the judges, and to
decide finally upon the returns. From
the grant of these unusual and enormous
powers, and from other reasons connected
with the returns of Oxford and McGee,
an overwhelming majority of Kansas
have no faith in the Validity of these re-

turns and therefore will . not vote. In-

deed, disguise it as wc may to ourselves,
under the influence of the present ex-
citement, the facts will demonstrate that
any attempt by Congress to force this Con-

stitution upon the people of Kansas will
be an effort to substitute the will of a
small minority for that of an overwhelm-
ing, majority of the people of Kansas;
that it will not settle the Kansas question,
or localize the issue ; that it will, I fear,
be attended by civil war, extending,

the Union, thu3 bring-
ing this question "back again upon Con-

gress and before the people to its most
dangerous and alarming aspect ' r '

The President takes a different view of
the subject in his Message, and from the
events' occurring in Kansas, as well as
here, it is evident that the question 'is
passing from theories . into practice, and
that as Governor of Kansas, I should be
compelled to carry out new instructions
differing on a vital question, from those
received at the date of my appointment
Such instructions I could not execute
consistently with my views of the Fede-
ral Constitution and of the Kansas and
Nebraska bill, or with my pledges to the
people of Kansas. Under these circum-
stances, no alternati ve is left but to resign
the Office of Governor of the Territory of
Kansas. No one can more deeply regret
than myself the necessity, but it arises
from no change of opinion on my part
On the contrary, I should most cheerfully
nave returned to Kansas to carry out my
orignal instructions, and thus preserve the
peace of the Territory, and finally, settle
the Kansas question by redeeming my
pledges to the1 people.': It is not my in-

tention at this time to discuss the pecu-
liar circumstances and unexpected events
which have modified the opinions of the
President upon a point so vital as the sub
mission of the Constitution for ratification
or rejection by tbe vote of the peopl
much less do I : desire any - controversy
with the President on this subject Yet,
however, widely my views may differ
from those entertained by nun 'on this
question views which I have heM all
my life, and whkh as involving funda
mental principles of, public, liberty and of
the .institution, are unchangable yet,
as regards all those great measures which
I trust will constitute' the policy of his
Administration in other respects, it will
give me pleasure, as a ;pnvate citizen, to
yield ay cordial EilpTvjrt I have said

that the ' Slavery question,' as a practical
issue, had disappeared from Kansas Ion
before my arrival there, and the question
of, had been substituted
in its place. On some future occasion I
shall dissipate the delusion which has
prevailed ; upon this subject, and how
that after three years' experiment, when
I arrived in Kansas there were less than
300 slaves there, and the number con
stantly diminishing ; that, as proved by
the official records of Congress published
and authenticated by those distinguished
Southern statesmen, John C Calhoun and
Jefferson Davis, the Winter rltmate even
of Eastern Kansas is colder than that of
New England,-- and that the Pro-slave-

Territorial Convention of Kansas consoli-

dated with ? the ry .Territorial
Legislature on tho 4th of January,, 1857,
nearly five months before mv arrival
there, did abandon the Slavery issue be-

cause, as set forth by one of their num-
ber, the ry party was in a small
and admitted minority, and the

of the Free State Democrats was in
vited as the only hope of success not to
make Kansas a Slave State, which was
conceded to be impossible, but to make it
a conservative Democratic free State.
Even as late as the 2d of July, 1857,
when the Democratic Territorial Conven-
tion assembled at Lecompton, in conse
quence of the laws of the climate and
the well-know- n will of the people, none
contended that Slavery could be estab- -
lished there ; nor was it until my South-er- a

opponents interfered in the affairs of
Ivansas, and by denunciation, menace and
otherwise, aided at a critical period by-

several x ederal omce-holde- rs of Kansas,
including the Surveyor-Genera- l, and the
President of the Convention with his im
mense patronage, embracing many hun-
dred employees, intervened, and as I be-

lieve without, the knowledge or approb- -

tion of the President of the united
States, produced the extraordinarv paner
'called the Lecompton Constitution. Yet
this act of intervention by the federal
officers to defeat the will of the people
seems to be sustained by my opjonents,
while ray intervention, as it is called, in
obedience to my duty and oath of office
to support the Federal Constitution, and
to take care that our organic law should
be fairly executed by endeavoring to se
cure to the people of Kansas their ngh t-
hunder that act is denounced and calum-
niated. It is still more remarkable, that
the hypothetical remarks made by. me as
regards climate in its connection with its
influence upon the question of Slavery in
Kansas, after that issue had been aban-
doned there, which views were for

the Union between the Con
servative, the Free State and Pro-slave-

Democrats, so as to prevent the conhsca
tion of the small number of slaves then
held in Kansas, have been denonnced
by many distinguished Southern Sena
tors, who, when tho Kansas-Nebras- bill
was pending in Congress, and when such
remark from them, if ever might affect
Southern emigration, were then the loud-
est in proclaiming that because of its cli
mate, Kansas could never become a Slave
State. Indeed, it seems that all persons
in and out of Kansas, whether in public
or in private life, may publish what opin-
ions they please in regard to these ques-
tions except the Governor of that Terri-
tory, who has so little power and no pat-
ronage. And now be pleased to express
to the ; President my deep regret as re-

gards our unfortunate difference of opin-
ion in relation to the Lecompton Consti-
tution, and to say to him that, infallibility
does not belong to man, however exalted
m intellect, punty of intention, yet if he
has committed any errors in this respect,
may they be overruled by a superintend
ing Providence for the perpetuity of our
Union and the advancement the honor
aud interest of our beloved country.

In now dissolving my official connec
tion with your department, I beg leave
to tender to you my thanks for your con
stant courtesy and kindness."

Most respectfully, yourot servant
(Signed) R.J.WALKER.

- Secretary Ca' Heplf.

State Depabtmext, )
... Dec. 18, 1857.

On Wednesdav last. I Teep.ivd vnnr
communication of the 18th inst, tender-
ing your resignation as governor of Kan
sas, i he resignation is accompanied bv

lone argument on the alfkin of tb
Territory generally, to which you are well
aware it would be improper for the de-
partment to renlv.' If everv ofTWr nf
the government who feels himself con
strained to reiuse obedience to the in-
structions of the President ahnnM tmr.
sue this unusual course, and thus place on
tne niesoi tne appropriate department,
criticisms on the rolicv of tb ad minis
tration, no person, knows better than
yonrseu to wnat consequences this might
leao. ine department must either caue
the charges and arguments against tho
President to be filed among the public
arcnives oi tne country without contra-
diction or reply, or it must spend the
time which ought to. be devoted to the
puoue service in controversies with subor-
dinate officers, who
the President's policy. , Whilst duty,
mereiore, mroids me to enter into a con-
troversial discussion With : von "wnrtr
various topics embraced by your argu
ment, is is proper 1 should make a remark
upon a single point Yon state that the
President has changed, his policy in re-
gard to Kansas, and why this allegation?
Simply, because the Conrmtinn - in Ivan.
sat have in the exercise of the rights be--

""(j's w tuera aeciaea tnat tney would
COt SUbmit the Whrd Pnefitnfn n ttia
people, although they had submitted the

ana. aangerous question ol
wnica . .inreatened . to - convulse

the Union, and , was alone promineDt in
the minds of the people throughout ev- -
crj ne naa not treated the sub
mission of this momentous question 'es
mere nullity, ; Under these circumstan-
ces it was his imperative duty, and this
was in strict conformity with the instruc-
tions to take care that a fair election be
heldm this vital question, and thus give
peace to the Unionj s Had he acted in
any ' other . manner, merely hxcause he
preferred the submission of the Constitu-
tion originally to the people, his respon-
sibility would have been of the gravest
character. He never intimated or ex-

pressed the opinion that, the: Convention
were bound to submit any portion of the
Constitution to' the, people, except the
question of slavery, much less5 that that
portion would be invalid without such
opinion. This would have bee&ia oppo-
sition to the numerous precedents which
have ecetuwd sinet the adepti of th
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"statesmanship."

perhaps-

,-throughout

federal constitution by the different states.
The slavery question was the

bhe, and you were sent to' Kansas
with the full confidence of the President
to carry out the principles of the Kansas-Nebras-ka

act With the question wheth-
er Kansas was to be a free or slave state
you were not to interfere.- - Yon were to
secure to the people of Kansas a free and
fair election to decide tho question for
themselves. The President was, there-
fore, happy to learn from your dispatches
to this department of July 15th last, that
in' all your speeches you had refrained
from expressing any opinion as to wheth-
er it should be a slave or free state.
... Your obedient servant

LEWIS CASS. --

To Hon. R, J. Walkek,
Washington City.

Wasters Kaniaa..
From Iht YL&ita Tribune.

Maxhattax, Riley Co., Kansas,
i November 25, 1857. J

I have recently made a short explora-

tion in a portion of the country situated
between the Big Blue and Republican
rivers. We left the valley of the Big
Blue river which runs parallel with the
Republican, about nine miles north of
Manhattan city. We took a trail bearing

. . t ml .
a northwest direction. ine cuumry
throuch which we passed, after leaving .

the bluffs of the Blue Valley, was a beau-

tiful rolling prairie, the soil doubtless as
fertile and productive as any rolling table
land in Kansas. In many places on an
eminence we had a delightful view of tho
surrounding country, as yet entirely unin
habited. Near the head waters of the no-

table Wildcat we found a claimholder,
whose name I believe is Hare. In the
appearance of his claim there was evi-

dence that he possessed a degree of in-

dustry that some persons "located in
neighborhoods" do not possess. His
claim is about twenty miles from Man-

hattan. A short distance west we passed
a lo cabin, not yet finished, and tenant-less,showi-

that the march of civilization
is onward. Three or four miles further
west we found buffalo, herds of them
numbering hundreds. I never was more
agreeably disappointed in my expecta-
tions at finding the face of the country
presenting an appearance as it does. I
formed the opinion that it was a barren
waste, full of pebbles and flinty rock, and
that the soil was sterile, but the contrary
was the fact There are innumerable
little creeks, many of them it is true, in
the dry seasons of the year will contain
no running water, but it can easily be ob-

tained by digging wells. There is an
abundance" of stone for fencing and build-

ing purposes. Along the creaks are beau-

tiful little groves of timber, among which
is tho cottonwoOd, the sure precursor of
of water ; oak, hickory, walnut &c.
These groves are interspersed with grape-
vine bowers, thickets of goose-berr- y, apd
the delicious plum-bus- h. The trail we
traveled makes the distance between the
two rivers about twenty miles. I know
of no place so near a good market that
presents such favorable inducements to
tho prospective farmer, as the country
west of the Big Blue river. That Man-
hattan will be a place of importance is
conceded by all who are conversant with
the favorable position in which the young
city is situated; and already there is
quite a market for the products of the
farmer, which will continue to increase.
But the principal market now and for fa- -
ture years will be Fort Riley. The farm-
er has a more ready market for his pro-

duce, and much higher price than the
farmer near Topeka and along the border
can command. It is almost incredible,
the large amount of corn, meat and all
kind of vegetables that is required for
consumption at Fort Riley, and as emi-
gration extends westward, as it must
continue to do, it will still demand a new
supply. The California emigrants would
purchase here if they could be supplied.
That the farmer win nave a borne mar
ket in this section for a dozen of years,
there can be little doubt, and at the expi
ration of that time any prudent farmer
who takes a claim on these broad fertile
plains within a year or two would have
no occasion for a market Jut to predict
the future of this country would be folly.
The railroads that will be built m tbe
course of ten years, will be an advantage
that no person can estimate.

There are good claims on the Kepublican
river and upland on the east and west
sides, as can be found in Kansas ; and
singular as it may appear, the energies of
the press have been devoted to making
public the desirable homes on the south
side of the Kansas, while, comparatively
speaking, nothing has been said of the
great advantages, the fertile soil, and de-

sirable claims along between the valleys
of the Blue and Republican rivers. Noth-

ing has been said of the mineral resour-

ces of this country. I have seen speci-

mens of iron ore, said to be of an excel-

lent quality, which abounds on the Re-

publican. Extensive beds of coal are
said to remain in the earth untouched.
Then why not make public the resources
of this country. The sagacity and ener-

gy of our people will soon develop its
resources. They cannot long remain
hidden. A. M. B.

(y-- Why is it that a certain class of
journals in the States are , continually
snarling at "Baows, of the Herald of
Freedom?' They are continually denoun-

cing him and his paper, asserting that he
has been bought by the Administration,
and that his pape is the organ and mouth-

piece of Gov. Walker. For out1 part, we
have never yet seen anything In the pa-

per that we considered in the leaet detri-

mental to the Free State cause, and can- -:

not see why they are growling all the
time. Why is it ? Will somebody tell
US? Geary City Era.

' ' '
; - Way ia lt? :

We have often wondered why it is,

that those persons in , Slave States, who

never owned a nigger, and never expect

to be able to own tbe toe-na- il of one, are

the most rabid and sensitive on the ques-tio- a

of Slavery, and always ready to fight

the hardest for it; while those who own

the most slaves, are generally the most
reasonable. Who can tell 1WhteChud
Cliief.' .... .

..'35-- A correspondent of the National

Bsay: '"rV1'--. 'f;j.
Give me an independent rym. on

any subject, before one that ii a lime-serve- r,

and I'll respect that man if he does
oppose at."


